Introduction to this Thesis

During my study a large group of important literatures which addresses the Palestinian Contemporary issues, I found little weak information written about the status of the Palestinian family and the Palestinian woman during Palestine's Catastrophe of 1948. During the first years of refuge, the lack and weakness of this information increased in addressing the issues of the rural refugee family, and even more in what is related to the Palestinian rural refugee woman, and this makes a gap in the Palestinian national and social history, especially the rural people were the majority of the refugees, and they were mostly damaged by the state of war and deportation as they depended in their income resources on land and stable situation. During the operations of 1948 war, the Zionist gangs deported the rural people of more than 400 villages who lost land and stability ; and were left in conflict for survival.

Their whelming majority were deported very needy or were to be. The little which was provided by the previous literatures showed weakness in men's roles in their families in the first year of refuge for several reasons such as: high  unemployment, poor available income of the refugees or absence of some men away from their families due to death, capture, dispersion of family members, illness or frustration, and otherwise. Linking between the little information written on the Palestinian refugee rural family and the weakness of men's roles led me to investigate the role played by the Palestinian refugee rural woman in maintaining her family within the period 1948-1962. I specified the period of study with the beginning of deportation operations from the state of movement and anxiety reaching to an apparent degree of "stability" of the refugees in the camps where most of them gathered in early 1960's of the 20th century as content housing units replaced tents in late 1950's of 20th century; and with early 1960's of 20th century a state of military and political quietness prevailed the region (Palestine and around it). Through this Thesis, I want to contribute to discover the Palestinian refugee rural woman's role in her family during the most dangerous periods of the Palestinian history on the destiny of the family; to contribute to write the social history of this era because what has been written on it till now is the political history and to involve the Palestinian woman, the refugee rural woman in particular, in writing the Palestinian social and national history to take it out of the circle of its being a history of men about men and an elite of women and make it a comprehensive history of all the categories of the Palestinian community; and to consider this Thesis as a study on the situation of the Palestinian refugee rural woman, benefiting in deriving a general image of the Palestinian woman. I adopted the historical methodology with its two parts (the formal and oral), the methodology of case study and content analysis. Due to the fact that the previous literatures provided with little material on this subject, the field research formed the main source for information, Therefore, I followed the method of semi-channeled interviews to obtain the largest possible information available.

So, interviews were closer to a process of gathering biographies. With the help of the Almighty God, I conducted 56 oral interviews within the context of qualitative research. I wrote the Thesis resulted from this research in four chapters: the first one handled the Palestinian woman's role before 1948 war; the second handled her role during 1948 war; the third handled her role after deportation and before stability in the camp and the fourth chapter handled her role during the first years of establishing the camp. Then I authenticated the sources and references of this oral and written Thesis , and I enclosed attachments the most important of which is a sample of the texts of the oral interview including 15 texts.

It can be said that this Thesis is the  first one of the studies on the Palestinian Catastrophe refuge and the Palestinian woman focusing its major research theme on the role of the Palestinian refugee rural woman in maintaining her family during the first years of Palestine  1948 Catastrophe.

Whatever proportion of its success in enriching this important side of the Palestinian history, this Thesis is an attempt to increase the voices which call for enhancing such field studies hoping to fulfill the lack of information written on the issues of woman, refuge and similar national and  social subjects.
